


‘Business
partners
promote
artists

KC Collection includes
about 100 works, which
will be rotated among
10 corporate sponsors.

By JOYCE SMITH
The l{(ansas City Star

A pew art collection is de-
" signed to raise awareness of
leading Kansas City and re-
gional artists and to give area
corporations a pool of specially
selected works to choose from.
About 100 works by 15 artists
form the Kansas City Collec-
- tion. Every six months, the
works will rotate among 10
corporate partners — includ-
ing Barkley, Bishop-McCann, .
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foun-
dation and Helix Architecture
+ Design Inc. — to be displayed
publicly, and available for sale.

The Kansas City Collection
is managed by The Collectors
Fund, an art and asset manage-

- ment  company founded by
Alexander “Sandy” Kemper
and Will Connor in 2006.

About 65 artists were nomi-
nated and local and national
curators selected, the final 15.
The artists and their work will
be included in a brochure and
website, www.thekccollection
.com, touting the collection.

“The expenses were such
that none of us could have
done this individually, but to-
gether, with 10 companies, we ..
can underwrite the expenses
and still have money left over
to acquire some of the art”
Kemper said. :

The corporate partners also
are guaranteeing the artists
that a certain percentage of
their work will be sold during
the 18-month program.

“We think it will be quite
successful and we would like

* to do it again in Kansas City
and expand to other cities,”
Kemper said.

To reach Joyce Smith, call
816-234-4692 or send e-mail to
jsmith@kcstar.com.

FROM THE ARTIST
“Over a Kansas Sky” by

John Ochs is part of the
Kansas City Collection.





